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* The cooperative herring oil factory in Esbjerg opened in
January 1948 (Thyboragn 1956)

» With this base, industrial fishing experienced a turnover
iIncrease of more than twenty percent per year throughout the
1950s, making the industry one of the most expansive of its
time.

* A contributing factor to this was the discovery in 1951 of rich
deposits of herring on Bladen Grund not far from Esbjerg,
which enabled short and fast fishing trips that yielded good
profits.
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ustrial fishing had started on the basis of herring catches,
ut after a few years it was the prewouslkl unexploited fish, HORNS REV @ ey
sandeel, that became the most important for the industry.

* The sandeel fishery began in 1952, when small quantities of
sandeel were |anded in the low season at HornsRev.
However, the fishery did not really take off until fishermen
1209u5n6d sandeel on the reefs southwest of Dogger Bank in

* The ex ans_ionagl trends through the 1950s came to an LIRS (&
abrupt halt in 1960, when first a failing herring flsher¥|n the .\ Y &
North Sea and then a fall in the price of fishmeal on the world P ~
market hit the fishing industry. However, the crisis was only A ;
temporary and alread?/l in 1962 industrial fishing was entering
a new growth phase that would last for the next thirteen
years.
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The start

* In relation to the other nations with interests in the North Sea
fishery, the Danish development did not go unnoticed. For
example, the intensified fishing of small herring led to problems
when the 'old' herring fishing nations, the Netherlands, West
Germany and Norway, began to express concerns about both
catch quantities and by-catches and demanded restrictions.

 In summary, Danish fisheries were thus on several fronts at
odds with the other Nordic nations, while fishermen were
heavily dependent on being able to maintain their fishing effort.
It was this dilemma that would come to characterize the political
negotiations in the period.
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"Ovre ved England la der somme tider
70-80 kuttere i kg for at komme til

at slaebe efter tobis pa den samme
revie.”

Laurids Hounisen
fodt 1928 i Sdr. Nissum

E 727 Jette Kristine

Near England there were
sometimes 70-80 vessels
gueuing up to go and tow
Sandeel on the same sandbar
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Figure 1.6.2. Number of Danish vessels landing sandeel 1989-2015. (Data: Damish Agrifish Agency
2018).
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Table 1.6.1. Sandeel. Catches (D00 £), 1955-2015. (Data provided by ICES Working Group Members).
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e points....

» The smaller vessels is reduced significantly from the fishery
around 1990. (Decommission)

 For larger vessels over 30 meters it is a declining trend

* it was normal with 10 to 14 voyages per year of 500 tons from
the 80s to the mid 90s

* The pelagic vessels begins to buy up the quotas for industrial
fish between 2010 and 2020, which leads to the fishery being
operated by even fewer but significantly larger vessels.
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seabirds.

* Recognising the importance of sandeels as food for seabirds already led to
the sandeel fishery closure in 2000 off the east coast of Scotland and
northeast England.
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St Abb’

of forth

and local bans: Towards the end of the decade, more specific
rictions began to be introduced to protect the ecosystem. For example, in
1989, licensing requirements were introduced for sandeel fishing in Scottish
waters and a ban on fishing around Shetland to protect the food supply for

Fig6

Locations of sandeel fishing
grounds (orange) and coastal
kittiwake colonies (green
dots) (by size); the two
largest in, respectively,
Scotland and England are
arrowed.

Also delineated are:

e the 2 key sandeel
management areas
SA 1rand SA 4

e sandeel MPAs

e closed areas off E
Scotland/NE
England, and
around Shetland

Adapted from map in:

http://www.mccip.org.uk/m
edia/1818/mccip-sandeels-
and-their-availability-as-
prey.pdf

[NB: As shown, map is ‘Fig
2’ in oriainal MCC/IP
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Figure 1.5.6.1. Chart showing the North east closed area (red polygon) within SA4 (purple poly-

North East UK Closure gon).

Due to their importance in North Sea food webs, ICES has advised that management
should ensure that sandeel abundance be maintained high enough to provide tood
for a variety of predator species. During the early 1990s a sandeel fishéry developed
in Area 4, off the Firth of Forth. The landings from this fishery peaked at owver
100 000t in 1993 and then subsequently fell. The Firth of Forth area is important for
breeding seabirds and the removal of such large quantities of sandeels within their
fﬂrag‘ing range soon became a matter of concern. In 1999, the U.K called for a mora-
torium on sandeel fishing adjacent to seabird colonies along the UK. coast and in
response the EU requested advice from ICES. An ICES Study Group, was convened
in 1999 in response to this request with two terms of reference (ICES 1999):
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eplétion

e in 2011 after benchmark in 2010 area division

orway begins its own management in a chessboard system
(only for Norwegian vessels)
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Figure 1.5.7.1. Map of the five Norwegian management areas in the North Sea. Historical im-
portant fishing grounds are depicted in red, and areas with suitabl 1 habi icted
in pink.
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chmark in 2016

Changed the areas: 1, 2 og 3 til 1r, 2r og 3r.
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Figure 1.1.1.1a) WKSAND 2010 sandeel areas (left) and b) new proposed sandeel areas (right).
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Figure 1. Summary map showing the area divisions for sandeel stocks accepted for WKSAND 2010 and WKSAND 2016.
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Figure 2. Summary map showing the two alternative area divisions for sandeel stocks decided by the working group.

WKSAND 2022b

borders are in diff colours [dashed lines).
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Dogger Bank SAC (Total)
| o | N FO——
ent closed the Dogger Bank and all English fishi BEEREESCEE 225 mrowmng
022. This ban applies to all vessels, including EU boats S EEE N &

7.1.3 Benthic communities

Figure 7.1.3 indicates the benthic communities on Dogger Bank based on the map of
the endobenthic communities from Wieking and Kroncke, 2003, as depicted by van
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nited Kingdom has implemented a permanent ban on
dustrial sandeel fishing across all Scottish waters and English
waters of the North Sea. This measure, which came into force
on March 26, 2024, applies to both UK and foreign vessels,
primarily affecting the Danish fishing fleet. The decision is aimed
at protecting seabird populations and promoting marine
ecosystem recovery. UK and Scottish Governments end

industrial sandeel trawling across huge area

| Exclusive economic zone
(EEZ)

. Marine protected area

= = = UK territorial sea (12 miles)
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eel fishing grounds Vv

The original and the new polygons from VMS were merged.
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el fisHing grounds
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- UK waters -
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» There is still access to significant san
tu re EU waters.

 But the fishermen are completely dependent on the
biologists' approach regarding the fact that in the future it
will most likely only be possible to conduct fishing in a
smaller part of the sand eel's distribution area.
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Thank you for your attention
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