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The start

• The cooperative herring oil factory in Esbjerg opened in 
January 1948 (Thyborøn 1956)

• With this base, industrial fishing experienced a turnover 
increase of more than twenty percent per year throughout the 
1950s, making the industry one of the most expansive of its 
time.

• A contributing factor to this was the discovery in 1951 of rich 
deposits of herring on Bløden Grund not far from Esbjerg, 
which enabled short and fast fishing trips that yielded good 
profits.



The start

• Industrial fishing had started on the basis of herring catches, 
but after a few years it was the previously unexploited fish, 
sandeel, that became the most important for the industry.

• The sandeel fishery began in 1952, when small quantities of 
sandeel were landed in the low season at HornsRev. 
However, the fishery did not really take off until fishermen 
found sandeel on the reefs southwest of Dogger Bank in 
1956.

• The expansionary trends through the 1950s came to an 
abrupt halt in 1960, when first a failing herring fishery in the 
North Sea and then a fall in the price of fishmeal on the world 
market hit the fishing industry. However, the crisis was only 
temporary and already in 1962 industrial fishing was entering 
a new growth phase that would last for the next thirteen 
years.



The start

• In relation to the other nations with interests in the North Sea 
fishery, the Danish development did not go unnoticed. For 
example, the intensified fishing of small herring led to problems 
when the 'old' herring fishing nations, the Netherlands, West 
Germany and Norway, began to express concerns about both 
catch quantities and by-catches and demanded restrictions.

• In summary, Danish fisheries were thus on several fronts at 
odds with the other Nordic nations, while fishermen were 
heavily dependent on being able to maintain their fishing effort. 
It was this dilemma that would come to characterize the political 
negotiations in the period.



Near England there were 
sometimes 70-80 vessels 
queuing up to go and tow 
Sandeel on the same sandbar



Number of Danish vessels landing 
sandeels 1989 - 2015



In 2007, fishing was regulated for the first 
time by biologists closing the fishery 
during the month of May.

This was the first time the sandeel fishery 
was directly regulated.
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This was the first



Historical Sandell landings 



Note points….

• The smaller vessels is reduced significantly from the fishery 
around 1990. (Decommission)

• For larger vessels over 30 meters it is a declining trend

• it was normal with 10 to 14 voyages per year of 500 tons from 
the 80s to the mid 90s

• The pelagic vessels begins to buy up the quotas for industrial 
fish between 2010 and 2020, which leads to the fishery being 
operated by even fewer but significantly larger vessels.



Seabirds Shetland and First 
of forth

• Licensing and local bans: Towards the end of the decade, more specific 
restrictions began to be introduced to protect the ecosystem. For example, in 
1989, licensing requirements were introduced for sandeel fishing in Scottish 
waters and a ban on fishing around Shetland to protect the food supply for 
seabirds.

• Recognising the importance of sandeels as food for seabirds already led to 
the sandeel fishery closure in 2000 off the east coast of Scotland and 
northeast England.



Local depletion

• Came in 2011 after benchmark in 2010 area division

• Norway begins its own management in a chessboard system 
(only for Norwegian vessels)



Benchmark in 2016

Changed the areas: 1, 2 og 3 til 1r, 2r og 3r.



Dogger Bank BAN 2022

The UK government closed the Dogger Bank and all English fishing 
on June 13, 2022. This ban applies to all vessels, including EU boats, 
and was implemented to protect seabirds and marine ecosystems



UK waters BAN 2024
The United Kingdom has implemented a permanent ban on 
industrial sandeel fishing across all Scottish waters and English 
waters of the North Sea. This measure, which came into force 
on March 26, 2024, applies to both UK and foreign vessels, 
primarily affecting the Danish fishing fleet. The decision is aimed 
at protecting seabird populations and promoting marine 
ecosystem recovery.



Sandeel fishing grounds VMS data



Sandeel fishing grounds



Sandeel fishing grounds - Norwegian 
waters



Sandeel fishing grounds - Norwegian 
waters - UK waters -



Sandeel fishing grounds - Norwegian 
waters - UK waters - Natura2000 -



Sandeel fishing grounds - Norwegian 
waters - UK waters - Natura2000 -
strictly protected areas



Sandeel fishing grounds - Norwegian 
waters - UK waters - Natura2000 -
strictly protected areas *2



The future • There is still access to significant sandeel fishing areas in 
EU waters.

• But the fishermen are completely dependent on the 
biologists' approach regarding the fact that in the future it 
will most likely only be possible to conduct fishing in a 
smaller part of the sand eel's distribution area.



Thank you for your attention
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